
EmPower Her
Call for Proposals to Advance 
Women Energy Entrepreneurs 
The Climate Investment Platform (CIP) has launched a call for proposals to support women 
energy entrepreneurs and organizations supporting women’s economic empowerment. 
The EmPower Her, Call for Proposals invites clean energy projects at early stages of 
development that enable productive uses of electricity and enable communities to escape 
multidimensional poverty. The selected projects will receive technical assistance to 
develop a project concept, develop the business plan, and support subsequent investor 
outreach. 

The disproportionate impact of lack of energy affects health, productivity, caregiving, 
education, unpaid labour employment and overall quality of life of women and girls. 
Hundreds of millions of women worldwide toil in smoky kitchens and spend more than 40% 
of their family income on inefficient energy sources. In households that cook with firewood 
women and girls spend 18 hours a week, on average, gathering fuel instead of spending that 
time on education, play or income generation. 
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Realizing the potential of 
women energy entrepreneurs in 
developing economies
The energy sector continues to remain one of the least 
gender diverse sectors, and the few women energy 
entrepreneurs that exist often face investment challenges 
beyond their male counterparts. With the demonstrated bias 
against women in investment decisions, building a robust 
and equitable energy access market requires a pipeline of 
commercially viable energy projects by women 
entrepreneurs and organizations focused on women's 
empowerment.   

Specifically, the selected projects, under this call for 
proposals, will receive up to $40,000 to accelerate 
investment readiness preparation, such as business 
planning, feasibility testing, legal and technical requirement, 
and then support subsequent investor outreach. By 
supporting clean energy projects that displace fossil fuels 
and enable productive use of energy, the EmPower Her Call 
for Proposals will have a ripple effect of creating a 
sustainable SME ecosystem, and lifting women and 
communities out of multidimensional poverty.
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Under this call for proposals. the CIP will 
be supporting projects that present 
technical innovations, put forward by 
(majority) women-led organizations or 
organizations whose main focus is 
women’s empowerment, that directly 
enhances the productivity of demand-side 
users of renewable energy or provide a 
combination of value-addition and 
renewable energy generation in a single 
tool. 

Preferably, innovations should show a 
potential to increase productive capacity 
for economic niches that are 
predominantly occupied by women. 

Proponents who fall within one of the 3 
categories can apply:

• Private sector developers
• NGOs
• Universities and research centers

CALL FOR PROPOSALS

 

From the following countries are eligible to apply:

Afghanistan, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, 
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Central African 
Republic, Chad, Comoros, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia,Gambia, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Kiribati, Lao People’s 
Dem. Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, 
Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Niger, Rwanda,Sao Tome and Principe, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Somalia, 
South Sudan, Sudan, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tuvalu, 
Uganda, Tanzania, Yemen, Zambia, Botswana, 
Cabo Verde, Equatorial Guinea, Maldives, Samoa, 
Vanuatu
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Specifications and how to apply 

Selected applicants will receive up to 
$40,000 (USD) to accelerate the 
preparation of investment readiness, 
such as business planning, feasibility 
testing, legal and technical 
requirement, and then support 
subsequent investor outreach.  



Scoring criteria

Innovativeness of the proposed solution  (25%) 
Feasibility of concept (25%)
Long-term sustainability including:

Productive use of energy, evaluation of potential environmental, social, and 
regulatory risks  (20%). 
Cross-cutting impacts or co-benefits for women’s empowerment  (20%)
Scalability and replicability of project (10%)

Mandatory requirements

Timeline

Applicants must have be women owned, women led or majority owned by 
women. If an NGO or research institution, applicants must have mandate to 
work on women's empowerment

Must be a clean energy project with demonstrable influence on increased 
productivity for women-owned businesses, women household 
entrepreneurs, or other employment transition and/or energy access for 
women

Must be focused on and deployed in LDC countries, including graduated 
countries (refer to list in this document)
Operate with the intention of being financially self-sustaining

Must demonstrate it is aligned with country priorities 

Must be able to provide own resources such as an in-kind contribution 

Tuesday 8 March 
Launch of the call

Friday 8 April, 11:50 pm ET
Close of Pre-Screening Applications 

Friday 29 April
Invitations to apply 

Friday 27 May, 11:50 pm ET
Deadline to submit full application 
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Submit your project for pre-screening at
www.climateinvestmentplatform.net/empowerher
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 Follow us on Twitter: @CIP_Climate

www.climateinvestmentplatform.net

Contact

www.climateinvestmentplatform.net/contact

Stay in touch
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